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1 hiii appikatjon claims; fUe hcmht oiVS, Fru\jNioftaS Appjicanof} K-o. 60/1 liJl'K 
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Tkic immtim rsMes gesmOy m the tleki? of auctiosmg md mlim commerce. 
More pansailariy, the invendos relates io m inmgmt&dmc&on fonmt that mcotporates 
1 5 features of bdth Iriterftet aad tmdttioiial, real world aticuom. 



Vvifh tbc c\lvenl of r-nUuc aoci->\-\- pis-\;v;vc bv )v hv„ Cue as^3gt-£>e of the 

20 ly;>-i\j; ^lor.v onhae d.c kvd.u;' p^':^ io r ^sson -^a ss; s!h\ i^uvr-N ,ue o-^npelk-dta 
ir.de on t-fUiy';-- v,fb ^v,e O'Of fo the uu,^;c a;;iOU5it <u cosUt-iH \\aji;,bk .SiU5Jaj;> . sCikK ars 
au:auc>i oH.iv fo coikiucl busine.ss where rbcro arc the mos^l huyers. libs,}' ciJiisndy 
pr< >\ xx-s o\ er two million aew auctions, and 250,000 new nems every day kotn which usci^ 
may choose, 

2 % Auction h<Kis<?s \h&t ma live, ixjaUiine, on-site suctions ('"trnditional auctiot^s") 

cotuisiue to experience much succe^ss. However* geographic barriers, travel costs, and other 
eomtrairits limit the pMdciparion m mch auctiem. 

It is desirable, therefore, to expatid the reseh of traditional anctions via tiie (meniet. 
in particular, it would be advantaget^tss to iticorpoi^ite the best of both internet aiid trjiditioria! 

3 0 auetiosjs itsto an integnjted suctiotx fonrnt 



BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 



A roeshOvi ?j?J aptuicJo- <.i:o . e -n.-i cl ^i:; a;5 KHci^uik-J siitcDon that 

atJ online bividaig E-r.virfsnraerit v;ot5ipoiieus. ii,(,»l;i5^- !.~.h>nji^iiuon ,Ks«HMakd wiia an do'u jp 
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nh h kit r ssk >. )»(<.)!' hi ti s unt^ sunt v< ^-inl ?k r ><. <. ^ u 



ikimmg&m4tmm she dmiied description whscrs tollows. 

10 BRlhl DbSCRIFflCXN Ql IHfc DRAWIN'GS 

The f iu em msej i on tlluvft^tted >>v av o e\ jmple, <md xmx bv w< ^ Umit mon 
i£i vhe ijgixres of ihe accomp^rsvixigtowrngs and m xvhsch: 

Irsgin^^ 1 1 A sij ^plif cd \i?x% oi m e e nplaj-s t,ijcnt nci\vi e«\3i:oajnt;nit j« vs^fecb 
1 5 V nhn^ i-.t «n mtegra ui <iUi,tioii mav ocvur a<.i,onimg to one embodinwst of the 

preseiu. jnveotiOiv. 

p a 11 mv\ uf ->n u<. cng ^^onccnuodnw ^ot%'i-i nC t ixcntw 

laurel is I ^ t oS vt pam^v»>%mupunvifhchoaec»bodmeiitoftl3(j 

1: „ sf 4 5 \o\<.i (iR'Mjatio 1 or he luetati oa bem<^ej vanoas dcvjccs 
pr N ftp c^s. iJF fx^Jjmeat ot th*,* pmsent t 

oae Sisibodimest <sf the sresem mvestsoa. 
DFT MI rPDr^SCRIFTI >^ 

toj tbv «>tr|\>\vs St L^'-i i ! ' f o ki \ k 

the oi^h < \>.is »jU I ii r *o sMll 

<n d't. a \ s r un ^ s^ < j^k <- \i\ 

I i. \ \n ^ \K <. 1* 111 

35 ^s II J s^ in i a> a ^ I ivs 

t^rttv*.*-?- 1 i U i inn > '^1 ^1u^x ( i 

' E!,a^at,l t !. so UK ■> i V.S X Uis auv-so f<:tu''o U i lo s 



> i f i^i I ^ i Uoj $ k no a son n * > M I 

! ! 1 K 1. 1 s m N s u i i s n fu i i 

5 ^ V ^ s iMJ ^! s ! !i ) * S i Msn 

H K!i I b tin i J U ui. » ! J nbii k i ^ 

in ^li uu! ihi iN i piON ir ii li Mi iOjS -> t Id 'if 

i 0 eurrs t> ue n e d ctio i « )Mi the pioxy p ce ha& bees luei ant. geoiJs.h , in \hi^ 
1 ^ rwi t^e scach vst u< aumai «. ikms nu\ be vxp, nded v i the Intea et 

h the preterred mibudjiueni, il e *tteps the pi^sent i vmiion suv e iK\1ic<.* m 
5<*ubms-e\ec5.5UbL ms t«aions O c jrstnictso i\ t. he u ed to uau^e a. general-puipov. o 
spec %i fU}po<4i. ff^esso 'which s pr grainnt<fi -iMih ihv, m\inx0.mm to psitoi the «!tcpv of 
15 toe ^resent m-ventsos) Ahemat^-veiy ti^e Ntcps if the p'^essv if invemoi might he txj fomte*.' H 
spec 1 c ! ^ t\v<ih^ t ooif i^crr« <ha} ^ontajn harJ-wired log ior pafoH\ t g stv^N o" b 

I'x )r n m i sk ; x\ pujVit^u'asAvomp^terprpjr-irf proi-U 5vbK*-'n\'> 
u<,hkl 5 ji lu! ' iiu o\nto< 'tvKrdtherconi <stJOcri''u>»^\,bn,ls > s> I uv I o 

20 p'^vr i o i ui i Of t V 5X>ni^ j<,viv<,^nis>e 'onnapax^ ^rljo So 

a 1 i i>.u i i k io 1 oni u^ccuo t js i o£?s \k o <' Ix i.'- n u'^'-M o; 
2-3 uw ^V^>)edo\^ a^u truster program product whvic a \k ^ oium U 

«. i *i Jt< signals, embodies a a earner or othei propaaa Jon meciiua v a a 
<on ^urx'c-a o JsKscg , mv)dem or savtos«.*.oinect«on1 

O di. h \\ t ^ ^ tlK 5 H i I M iii It. I ^. ! i i U U4o 

^ i<„ 5 !. f niu o tJx Wt''* ■^UovVn vC-H^nS ! ilHi^n ^ r\i oo I rienm 

^ i X s ii. 1 1<S Is, t tO a 'JUf J Jn^vJv. \l ^\ l^ll t OfUaU 

35 n U 0!o n ^ o i ith Wih, i vn. s u 

>£ J J ss H O ) 1 S t ; lit «K W I 
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the vV-'bst'^c s I \i ^Ktt i<.<.\ iu>4si !si.s;,t tocv iv i ' ^ iii S- j^vecn 

ckents J05 s;.rv i H \ t > >. ^ '0 <^r^ a i I hi I a v-^fondto 

J K uf V i f <! eN N h s o V CN M i \\ 0 U ( ^ ^ N 3 

<,<. « s f f> )n (. H ui K \ I s->^ 1 ^ \ ^ t i-^ 

5 \ s I \ O W SKI " , i H P 3 M s 1 

' 5 ) r 5ht ton t^UvVf i <. uncnt i-<,\.>. i h ^ 1 nuK \ UuvUj^^. 

sUv^ as Hvj^jilcxt Markup Laiiguage vH IML) 

Figure 2 \s mi e\c«ipl<a% odmc aiJ$.roB sste scsi^tlut *ili(>w^ oriuv biMct^ to 
f pate m a-i mtegt atcd mcuon Ai.^ ordsng to me emlxxisment w^sen (in oiihiic; hidasi 

tc\tualtsM of item-s. 20^ Inthvexampc i?ai.huem2*0mciudes ^hypejte^S hvik2i'>havmg 
15 ^ tuk Jo*" hi icf desc! tftiv.*n^ oi the i em tor m md'cattOii i20 nf vt hethej or not mi tmngi 
ci us^ f u !\ <. \ > urk I X uui H r uunni'.-? b 1 *0 f -iv. iK> ilv i of bids leoeived 240, a«d 
< r u i < ^ > r ' J t . f i ^ <i ik -> hi <^ck^ !-o<- of iv^e hyrcncxUmii 

2.^ 5 ^ul •:.s,;,j ivju ^v fcv uiK N ^ i ^ 5 i J * Lk^s ',0 c;:tc: hi?k-hex 

20 »M I i oini ■> \ Ui. ' sx w ^ 'o UinI d iunc bjoih-: ;Anro<, ss-ii's by 

no Is ! ! ! ft is ^ >ured he/she \vi'lm>t be; Q^ifoid at the last mmtHc- unless the 
ii \i ■) ? ^l<-v n- ^ t.>!.et.''eo 

25 

A comfutcr \)fiii*eTn W teprtveniing 0:^^ exemplm' server \n wluch featat^s ot the 
piv-e' iR ventivsn mav bo impisiiieated x\ d nm<i be kfe-ftcnbeil mth sclejerscc to Figure 3 
C{>n^wtci {^vstero ^{K)compn<.es abus oi ouies cotJsmutucationnseaujv^OI {oi communicatm^ 
30 I }fo nxtio* d proccv^8t*g means s«ch as? proccssot 302 coupled \V5th bus ioi 

■^''Ov. Cn'- ! ^ ^iP ( I iVmpu sssle tj '^00 1 uih&^ v-onpuscs ^ \ m n s<. r '■j so ^ 
F H iK.vhuu! 0 { ^04 aefc'-atnoasirat'j ne Ofw cur' 1 c hss ^ ' 

K ii n \ ! V i i s^ n; s <. 'ito i 0 h ^ 

35 e\ nj!'--; >cn s <. « < | ulu s\<> eiii ^00 aiso<.-..mpase-i hmc onK 

*o ^ vK« uJ ! "^ODroopiCiUoboslsJI ioj stoungi^tatic 



5 

\i iUsKT iiskv t?} ^R*}..^ im.oncf hst t j v ^ lis*, ut c f u 

Gtmpu J I }i lis > i. hi 0 5 Ml t\ L v1 sui I 

c.ihodi. ! ! > ii \j I i li) iO ^ ■> n inh ^ i i 

5 npj^{ i s ' )i iff so !i n| s ? ^hki ^^h i i( t 

t n ^ i I * s i i t ! ! > I 1 ^ S ^ i ^ 

^ 1 i nsk 5! ' I i. s ! (.von no <s ^ M 

\ 0 -\ komniim K&iioxt ac\xo ss alv> c,oapieci to bm 301 ioi avvcsssj igxOii o'^c 

netvork ntertate d or other i-ormTjesx. aih avaii^bknemojk mterfaieac^sciri. &ud 
iho\e tor >. ouphng to Fihemt-t, m^n xm^, or other vp«j !iem ork ini a« v 0% en< irs 
ihi nanuef Uie compute svstc n HX) ) a\ Iv coup loj to a nm il « v>f d c aad/o oi \e> 
! 5 icj ^.rs \ a n\».mivfi«il na\\ qx < nvm tt uctmx; &uch as a v05np*ui> s Intransi dnd/^>t Uie 
imemet. for example. 

Flg«rt>4 : ^ ■ ) ,o ^ ^ - \n i-oo bcrwoen various devices snd 

10 pffVcssCN .u\--<-rt!r.g u^or.!.'C!rbo'J!!ren; ol Sr^ pR'-^ri .;ne^i'i'!ri.. According to Sht 

o'ir\ii.,';k>rK dt-pivkVu M\ oiUsfK' .iuouon su.^ -^'K! 5na> c-^u^pnsc osk ir.-se i^-tuu Norvs-ss 

iivausi ftanai;cuie;-i iucoss?; -■ I"^ ai\1 U?c proxy bkkUag proot-a? -12,^ '-'icw inform. ason 

2 5 siliaut nems for sale and subnni proxy prices, respscrively. 

The jlsting BianagemetH prcjc<xs!i. 415 mteracfs with onime bidders provides them 
with information about the items in which they am inisrested The listiitg rmaagement 
process 415 may &opport a text-tevSed item lining format such as tliat depicte4 in Figure 2, 
atKl/or ii Galkr)''*^^ preseatation fonnat that 3acii(des> tlitaahaaii itmg&s of tt^ liem& for sale 

3 0 n!» described in c«-peodisg (JS Patent Applicaios No. 09/1 77,726. entilled "Infomiation 

>'ie\ori';nu\-i ;sr.d Maisaj>t.'meat in an Onhne Tradh)g Etn-iroomenr atid <^s^;!f;ocd t- s fbc 
0^ -u^oC" ■ ri:^.-' |>roso?r' 5 snemion (GALLERY is atradojuaikof oBi.t> hjc, <)t Sau Jo^o, CA) 

'-"be jidcc^i pr'fC>.Hs 4."'^ *K$. -.n-'sxiov anwun;,^ sh.a cnb-v bu'.-.LiN arc 
\x ilUn^' to pav foT ^;t.<ir\ J ! wj\v>.'. v'p-i'. U o \n \.\mvj\i\ aniouiU^ pRnkled. fh« pr '<x\ 
b;uuing proce.ss 425 aiitomuuc^LflH' '^ub^)l^^ bids i^n hf-half m the oamc buMi-i <i orlv( 
bidders toa&ie or em-sits biddeix^ incs«Kse the bid price. 



1 0 



25 
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i <- ts^c i S U \ ! >' t J . ^ >i! Vf^( s H ' $ ^ s n V 

\ o i i i,v *Min ^ n> * uili -5 --its > t i ! iK> 5j n| k d<.^3cv.-, ? 

I'jpue 5 xouccpumll-v i'ksiraies thi, Muges of megraied siiKtJcn accorUiog to one 
cmh \dtm&m oi the pre>.eKi ifi\«.«tiOii l» ife h exa'spk 4n intemied AiKtion tompnw th^^e 
stpaiatv ai\d dimna stages ^ pje~aucuor biJdtsg stage 5 ^0 hvc aucuon &Ukc 540 ajsd a 
pi\>\% ^hmsd«'«-^l 350 Eiddma f^vai^ mav be fed trom one stage to the ne^ t <^nd the 
Jesuits. iix>m*ipre^ 101 sfetagcn^n c^-sn. ..s'^it j\ v>f'V'oikvin^si,t:^, K'^ v^^<npi <n 
initsat nnind of onJme bjddmg 5^t> t auu:; > < ..^ o\<- > a f t^dt f vU |;\ s k d o in na'. 
(.s^-^bbs i,i<;t^tngb5d510fori.b isv^ i s 5 f \ui ^n<. his«on ot l 

a\ counter than the tmalbid fmm Im, .'U aUvt Oit su^v 54f> ^^joxs ^hovt J«mn s ^.ge ^S^O 
1*. In^gcred m v^hjch the k\e taction <.fj'sibnu<v,s imtsi the maxitaum pmxy puce been met 



>^et^itm>. o^siutL M s hi I $545.3 u t> ^xemp^m' integrated ml son 
pR^ss rg %5lj now be den-ubed At blO a tiHuumim bid ioi the hv<. iUv.tion siage 340 
js csstiHisi^ed by at> onlmc auvtxon site 400 Ft*i exan^ple m& oi more orJme S?idders may 
vxibmu riaximum bid ^ninims to the ptOKS bidding prsxcs'. 425 to have the pio\y biddutg 
pi> voss 42'^ Ixd ou theu beb^iif Other bidders chome to momtor the pre auctjoa 
vVt.a stajv :> JO aud pcnodicallv bu^mi okK When tlie psedetem^aed time |x.3fjod tui the 

liC aviCtJOJi .tiddi suge 530 expiix-s. the higher* btd presented to the tma on bouse ma 
" ne h\ e otk txifxi inK\ f vKe 4 ^0 h^ tbs n i met >. stan * tU( tU 1 ^ ^ ua o .tag? *540 
estaOiJs' CO in a m u <. nx\ e\v tr *j "v^ ^ et'\ c ^ < i ^ s Is ton d h\ > r ^ i cLoxi At 

^ ^> ^ be UKUin h<*i vonJ K s i\ k ^ <. •> he v i o ^ 4U «t 

buLisi 5^ son i . ^ k > 3 1.1 

rut f> < ! ojK ^s,sf Lft^ k\e aut-.k'^^ MO Atain^k s ^ < k 



] 5\ bu 1 £ ' Oi.< ^ ^ U i ioi t c d'\ ? n >L t oi >k <, 1 1 i ^ 
ncvx^v N un iUk 5 <.\c<.<.dcU IhcjcfO}*. \LpMOco s i s iu l x . 

1 0 HMx^ri) rn pmxj ps Ke<> have tes e\ce«dt.d <>r mitl no jxtt^-^sii Itve b»ds ra^-ned 



Ij) ihs; ioregmng vpecitjcal ou the s£;\cj\tJon iu-^ be^« (fesujbed wsih tefersi«<„e to 
hpOK 3 S tc ombocLniciK tIsct$?of It % II hovt eve t)c evident ftaf x c i joijn fflodtfication* tOid 
chafiges mm be msde thereto wjthoutdepaxtmg from ti)s brmder spsrft md s^^^ oitm 



What is MaiiMd in: 



A meihm comprising: 

iqxiviuog hiOdiug mibniiation a$s<x:iaied with an item in a online environment to 
reflect a cansni bid a&^^ocisiJed with the kem in a live, in-pmon auction; 

accepting a bid from an osime bidder in the online envifonment retlecting the online 
hiddefs maximum; Dmxy price: am! 

Hddsng o*> beMt oi ihe online -nidiiei aMUi^i one or moxw; Isve biadei^ ih^i are 

pA? K if^H m 0 5n pesH* n au<ti«ni ba?s(,d upon the maximum prn\v 

it* P-rnc* i! c'T'Yi ' H'-e—i • —c^ M-k^— -> h-i-U' crn-f veder 
vH^^n^i.^ ' ' ii no 1 ^. I I, r<- n ■> t so onj i-> i Ku hh 
frov priv.!. >usno vt.n t^vtcdt^ aiJ u If-ov:' as fiv <.iu<o 3t & not Lnt< if th,> 
oaime bidden 

Tiis insitiod of clajiB i . &rtiiSF comprismg; 

pi sor to the in e m-pes^on aucUoi>, cfetaHish^ng a s,t?u-tmg bid tO£ the item h\ 

perlomimg a pre-a«cuon biddmg jsroee-ss the oalme emiromi^ent for a 
pn;deteoH!B8d 8iS)oi{st^0!f »me; ane 

^ n «nK i f the r stiuc bid toi tite s*em to ihs iive, m-petson auctjos 

A meiDoa comp.ast!^g; 

esubii&li3% a rtitig ted lor *is item ioi a h%e pomon of an mctmn h}, pedortnsng a 
pte-AiKtion bidding proa ss m an ouhne ejmiiiJiii.Kei5t foi a jpi?edeteHnraeii 
iaiYioust of miie: 

<.oirt itmiv,atmg the sianmg hid lot ihe Jicm to thv> hve tjon of the aucuon, sind 
dumg tne hve aiictm pottm ot the mct30« 

uf datmg biddmg mtojimi m a^&ocjateJ w-nh *hc item m tiv onlmc 

cnvi<onment to jeflect a cuirent Osd assov ujid mih ibe ttm. m tiic hvc 
portion ot the a«cm>n. 

fji r--^i5 } o» rJ'vjiie r th o ^ s) i.n'Vi onn HitU^ui i -i 

Nadtn!' one o*- n* ^rc hi \ \c<\ ivit picsc 't al iK li\e Hint 

ix) t o.< oi ii f AiK tion I nt t.^e it a> imuni pmw price ha<c I'sce i met 
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5. A computm- system comprising: 

a Morage device having stoixjd iherein a oj>e or more .rominss for iniegratisg im oaiine 

bkldbsg pr<xu^s.s; with n Hve ponjos5 of an auciioft; 
a processor c<sup'.ed w the sfontge device forssecuJing Uit one or sr^oro routsnt-s to 
5 provuJc feedback to ouUne bkldors m an online envifonmsrit during the live 

rori i of ihe auction mid HQtv& as a proxy bidder for the online bidders, 

a stajtmg bid is estabiished ror an item tor fee live ponton ot the auction by 
mxiormmg :x pR>a>.iciion biUding pfoceNs ;i5 s!k< ojii-jic cnv-vorni^cra 
1 0 for a predetermirted amof^nt of time; 

feedback is providfed to the onHne bidders^ by updating bidding iMonuatios 
a&sGCsated witl> tije iteriviij ihe onfe environmeijt to reflect a otJtrmt 
bid aissociated widt tlie item during the live pojtk>n of the anctitm, a^d 
proxy biddltig is accompiislied by accepting s bid from ose or more of tiie m onlltse bidders 
t S reSeciirig the online bidde rs' taaxirtsmn proxy ptice ami bidding m behalf of the one or 
tmt& online bidders agaiost one or mors live bidders pmtieipatteg m the Kve isottioa of the 
auctiojs tsntil each of the on« or more online feidders' tsmimurs^ proxy fjrice has been met 

6 . A macliine -3-eadable medium having stored thereon data 5-epreset\ting sequences of 
20 ifistniciion^, si>c scqus.'nc«.'S of iii?tructiors5 which, wherj execiucd hy a y^rccessor. cause ttis 

pmcessor to perform the steps of: 

csLabushing a Nksrrsru.': bid for an iieui tor a live |x>ilion of an aucuon by |;>«rfonm.ng a 
pi<;- auction bidding process in atr ottiiae envir osmest for a pi-edetermijsed 
atnouiuof diBs; 

25 cO0jmm5icatitjg tlie stattsag bid for the item to tite five poi-tjos of &n aitctioji; md 

ihxmg the live amion portion of the auction 

apdatitsg bidding iaformstioft associated with ^ item iti the onlhte esvimameat to 
reflect a currem bid associated with the item in the live portion of the auction, 

accepting a bid fix>m mi onhne bidder iti the onliae eavimnmeat rdlectiag the online 
3 0 bidder's maximnm proxy pries, and 

bidding against one or aiore hve hiddet-s that Si^e presets at the live auctiots portion of 
the imeriott until tlie rnaximmn pxmy pj^iee has l>^n m&t 
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